Amendments to the Claims 

Replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application with the following list of 
claims. 

Claims 1-59 (cancelled) 

60. (new) A system for automatically linking key phrases in submitted text, the system 
comprising: 

a database containing stored hypertext links and stored key phrases, wherein each of the 
stored hypertext links is associated with one of the stored key phrases, and 
wherein at least one of the stored key phrases is associated with a plurality of the 
stored hypertext links; 

text input means for receiving the submitted text from a submitter; 

matching means for finding an occurrence of at least one of the stored key phrases in the 
submitted text, thereby determining a set of one or more found key phrases; 

link retrieval means for retrieving from the database one or more found hypertext links 
associated with the set of one or more found key phrases; and 

output means for communicating the found hypertext links to the submitter. 

61. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein at least two of the stored hypertext links 
correspond to mutually competing definitions associated with the same stored key phrase. 

62. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein at least two of the stored hypertext links 
correspond to different contexts for the same stored key phrase. 

63. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the database is one of a plurality of dabatases 
containing stored hypertext links and stored key phrases, the system further comprising 
database-selection means for selecting one or more databases from the plurality the 
databases to be used by the matching means. 
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64. (new) The system of claim 60 further comprising subset specification means for 
specifying a subset of the stored key phrases and the stored hypertext links, thereby 
determining a stored subset, and wherein the matching means searches the submitted text 
for an occurrence of stored key phrases belonging to the stored subset. 

65. (new) The system of claim 64 wherein the subset specification means further comprises 
browsing means for the submitter to select stored key phrases and stored hypertext links 
while browsing the database. 

66. (new) The system of claim 64 wherein the subset specification means further comprises 
means for specifying the stored subset based on a link property assigned to the stored 
hypertext links. 

67. (new) The system of claim 66 wherein the link property corresponds to a rating. 

68. (new) The system of claim 66 wherein the link property corresponds to a link ownership. 

69. (new) The system of claim 66 wherein the link property corresponds to a resource type. 

70. (new) The system of claim 66 wherein the link property corresponds to a viewer 
suitability. 

71. (new) The system of claim 66 wherein the link property corresponds to an educational 
level. 

72. (new) The system of claim 71 further comprising means for computing the educational 
level of a stored hypertext link automatically based on information found by following 
the stored hypertext link. 
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73. (new) The system of claim 71 further comprising a link level submission means for 
submitting a manually assigned educational level for at least some of the stored hypertext 
links. 

74. (new) The system of claim 73 further comprising means for automatically computing a 
normalized educational level for a stored hypertext link of unknown educational level. 

75. (new) The system of claim 66 wherein the link property corresponds to a context. 

76. (new) The system of claim 75 wherein the stored subset is ordered according to a 
specified context order, and wherein the matching means searches the submitted text for 
occurrences of stored key phrases belonging to the stored subset in the specified context 
order. 

77. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the output means further comprises means for 
modifying the submitted text to include at least one of the found hypertext links and be 
returned to the submitter as output text. 

78. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the text input means further comprises means for 
receiving a document containing the submitted text. 

79. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the text input means further comprises means for 
receiving the submitted text from a web browser. 

80. (new) The system of claim 79 wherein the output means further comprises means for 
transmitting the found hypertext links from a server to a web browser. 

81. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the matching means further comprises match- 
limiting means for limiting the set of one or more found key phrases in the submitted 
text. 
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82. 



(new) The system of claim 81 wherein the match-limiting means further comprises 
means for limiting matches to emphasized found key phrases in the submitted text 



83. (new) The system of claim 81 wherein the match-limiting means further comprises 
means for limiting matches to a first occurrence of each found key phrase in the 
submitted text. 

84. (new) The system of claim 60 further comprising means for determining an ordering of 
stored key phrases, wherein the matching means searches the submitted text for an 
occurrence of one or more stored key phrases in accordance with the determined ordering 
of the stored key phrases. 

85. (new) The system of claim 84 wherein the matching means further comprises means for 
inhibiting the finding of previously found key phrases while searching the submitted text 
for occurrences of stored key phrases in the determined ordering. 

86. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the output means further comprises multiple-link 
handling means for processing a found plurality consisting of a plurality of the found 
hypertext links associated with a found key phrase in the set of one or more found key 
phrases. 

87. (new) The system of claim 86 wherein the multiple-link handling means further 
comprises means for producing an indirect hypertext link pointing to a page containing 
the found plurality. 

88. (new) The system of claim 86 wherein the multiple-link handling means further 
comprises means for transmitting the found plurality to a web browser. 

89. (new) The system of claim 86 wherein the database comprises means for associating at 
least one link property with each stored hypertext link. 
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90. (new) The system of claim 89 wherein the multiple-link handling means further 
comprises means for choosing one chosen hypertext link from the found plurality based 
on at least one link property assigned to each of the stored hypertext links in the found 
plurality. 

91. (new) The system of claim 90 wherein the link property corresponds to a rating. 

92. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the input means further comprises means for 
receiving the submitted text as plain unformatted text. 

93. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the input means further comprises means for 
receiving the submitted text in HTML format. 

94. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the output means further comprises means for 
transmitting the found hypertext links in HTML format. 

95. (new) The system of claim 60 wherein the input means further comprises means for 
receiving the submitted text in LaTeX format. 

96. (new) The system of claim 60 further comprising means for transmitting the found 
hypertext links in LaTeX format. 

97. (new) The system of claim 60 further comprising 

link submission means for providing submitted hypertext links and submitted key phrases 
to the system; and 

link adding means for adding the submitted hypertext links and the submitted key phrases 
to the database. 

98. (new) The system of claim 97 further comprising a level submission means for 
submitting a manually assigned educational level for the submitted hypertext links. 
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99. (new) The system of claim 98 further comprising means for computing an automatically 
assigned educational level for the submitted hypertext links, and further comprising 
means for processing marked forward references in the submitted text so that the 
automatically assigned educational level is not affected by the marked forward 
references. 

100. (new) The system of claim 97 further comprising a hierarchy means for creating a 
hierarchical structure for the database, wherein the hierarchical structure is based on a 
context property assigned to each of at least some of the submitted hypertext links. 

101. (new) The system of claim 100 further comprising a restricted hierarchy means for 
creating a restricted hierarchical structure based on the submitted hypertext links. 

102. (new) The system of claim 100 further comprising a private hierarchy means for creating 
a private hierarchical database structure based on the submitted hypertext links. 

103. (new) A method for finding key phrases in submitted text and associating the found key 
phrases with found hypertext links, the method comprising the steps of 

specifying a set of stored hypertext links and stored key phrases, thereby forming a set of 
specified hypertext links and a set of specified key phrases, wherein each of the 
specified key phrases is associated with at least one of the specified hypertext 
links, and wherein the specified key phrases are arranged in a precedence order; 

receiving submitted text, wherein the submitted text contains at least one key phrase that 
substantially matches one of the specified key phrases; 

searching the submitted text in accordance with the precedence order for substantial 

matches of key phrases in the submitted text with one or more of the specified key 
phrases, thereby determining a found key phrase for each substantial match; 

retrieving at least one found hypertext link from the specified hypertext links that is 
associated with the found key phrase; and 

transmitting the at least one found hypertext link as output. 
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104. (new) The method of claim 103, further comprising a step of receiving submitted 
hypertext links prior to the searching step. 

105. (new) The method of claim 103 wherein a longer key phrase appears before a shorter key 
phrase in the precedence order, the shorter key phrase being contained within the longer 
key phrase, thereby establishing a precedence of the longer key phrase over the contained, 
shorter key phrase during the searching step. 

106. (new) The method of claim 103 wherein the submitted hypertext links are automatically 
tested prior to the searching step. 

107. (new) The method of claim 103 wherein the precedence order at least partly corresponds 
to the order of the submitted key phrases. 

108. (new) The method of claim 103 further comprising a step of selecting a subset of the 
submitted hypertext links based on one or more link properties prior to the searching step. 

109. (new) The method of claim 103 wherein the submitted hypertext links are organized 
hierarchically according to a plurality of assigned contexts for the submitted hypertext 
links, and wherein the specification further comprises specifying the set of hypertext 
links based on the assigned contexts. 

1 10. (new) The method of claim 103 wherein the specifying step further comprises 
specification based on a link property. 

111. (new) The method of claim 1 10 wherein the link property is a context. 

1 12. (new) The method of claim 1 1 1 wherein the specification of the context automatically 
results in specification of links in lower-level contexts. 
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113. (new) The method of claim 1 1 1 wherein the specification of the context automatically 
results in specification of links in higher-level contexts. 

1 14. (new) A system for retrieving hypertext links corresponding to key phrases in text, 
comprising 

a database for storing hypertext links, wherein each of the hypertext links is associated 

with a set of one or more key phrases, and wherein at least one of the key phrases 

is associated with a plurality of the hypertext links; 
link selection means for selecting a subset of the hypertext links, thereby forming a 

selected subset of hypertext links; 
text input means for receiving submitted text from a submitter; 
matching means for finding an occurrence in the submitted text of a key phrase 

associated with a member of the selected subset of hypertext links; 
choosing means for choosing one or more hypertext links associated with the found 

occurrence; 

installation means for installing the chosen one or more hypertext links in the submitted 

text to produce output text; and 
output means for returning the output text to the submitter. 

1 15. (new) The system of claim 1 14, wherein the link selection means further comprises 
means for selecting links based on link ratings. 

1 16. (new) The system of claim 1 14, wherein the database is organized hierarchically 
according to context, and wherein the link selection means further comprises means for 
selecting links based on their assigned context. 

1 17. (new) The system of claim 1 16, wherein the link selection means further comprises 
means for combining context dictionaries corresponding to a plurality of the contexts in 
the hierarchical database. 
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